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sequence, & it would not be very material whether they voted
by States or individually. But as I find this is not to be expected,
I now think the number of representatives should bear some pro-
portion to the number of the Represented; and that the decisions
should be by the majority of members, not by the majority of
States. This is objected to from an apprehension that the greater
States would then swallow up the smaller. I do not at present
see what advantage the greater States could propose to them-
selves by swallowing the smaller, and therefore do not apprehend
they would attempt it. I recollect that in the beginning of this
Century, when the Union was proposed of the two Kingdoms,
England & Scotland, the Scotch Patriots were full of fears, that
unless they had an equal number of Representatives in Parlia-
ment, they should be mined by the superiority of the English,
* . . And yet to this day I do not recollect that anything has been
don^ in the Parliament of Great Britain to the prejudice of
Scotland; and whoever looks over the lists of public officers, Civil
& military, of that nation will find I believe that the North
Britons enjoy at least their full proportion of emolument3*
A good many of those now listening to Franklin must have
smiled at his mild way of saying, what was commonly believed
and was partly true, that the Scots had Invaded London and
got more than their proportion of offices. Four of the delegates
here present—Sherman, Robert Moms, Wilson, and Read—had
been in the Second Continental Congress with Franklin in
August 1776 and may there have heard him say the same thing
more pointedly. The smaller states at that time were opposed to
any Confederation. Franklin had said that "at the time of the
union of England and Scotland, the Duke of Argyle was most
violently opposed to that measure, and among other things pre-
dicted that, as the whale had swallowed Jonah, so Scotland
would be swallowed up by England. However, when Lord Bute
came into the government, he soon brought into its administra-
tion so many of his countrymen, that it was found in event that
Jonah swallowed the whale." This little story, according to
Jefferson who heard it, "produced a general laugh, and restored
good humor," so that Congress could resume its work.
And now in June 1787 the Convention delegates seem like-
wise to have been amused and mollified, whether or not they
realized that when Franklin sounded most philosophical he might

